
bj s reference to the constitution it- 
self. The to’ aii'ution is an instrument 
winch grew cut of the stlua’inn of the 
VJn ud States at the time ot and pre.. 
ceding iis adoption , and to shew that \ 
the constitution recited the great ob- 1 

jetts ot its formation, and then pre- 
scribed the means for earning them 
into ifleci, 1 beg leave to refer to a 

part ol the instrument itsrlf. The pre- 
amble, like *lt other preambles, was 

designed to express the objects of the 
instrument or the tit s to be effected 
by ii« provist ins. 14 VVe the people ol 
the U. States in order >o form a more 

p rfret union, establish justice, insure 
domestic ti ai.ipuliix, provide for the 
common detente, promote the general 
welfare, amt secure tlte blessings ol li- 
berty to ourselves and our posterity ; 

do ordain and establish U.is constitu'i- 
on lor the Unio-d States of Anneri*a.” 
Mint 1 v the pl.t n language of this pre- 
amble ? The answer ischv ous. Tl at 

certain great ends or obj cts arc here 
ptoptSLtl ro be effected, in what tno le, 
or by what iiitomb at* they to be ef- 
fected ? The preamble tells you, sir, 

by establishing this constitution for 
the U. States ol Amenra.*’ That is 
the mode in which these great ends 
mic proposed to be effected ; and the 
hotly cf the instrument prtet ibes the 
rreacs, which were deemed necessary 
and proper to the < Peculation of these 
inds. This subject will lie better tin- 

clers’ootl by throwing the tnind back 
lo the pi riod of time, when this con- 
niiu i. r> originated ; and reviewing the 
pvcol?r political sttmtion of the Unit,. 
••d Stao s then, and for some time an- 

IfcCMlently thertto. 
At thr time, and an’ecedcntly to the 

establishment ot the ptesent constitu* 
tion, the existing state governments 
wtre in posse°sion of all the powers < f 
soven ignty, sohj-t t only to feeble and 
in (Rcient aiticLs of ccnfcderati n, 
without the means of executing th< ir 
own will: and resting lor its execution 
rolely on rt qui i'ions upon the respic- 
ti^e states, which migl t either comply 
or re u>e to com; ly with such r quoi. 
t.utis at th. i* discretion. A nc>n c m- 

pliao e was almost invariably the re- ult 
of state deliberations; and hence the 
ie< b-ene s of the oid omfeder.i ion. 
I he prt sent consti ut’.on was adopted 

aa the ren t tb tor this great and alarm- 
it grvil. Vv i hoot it,disunion r.nd ruin 
r<> the states would have been the im 
Vttable consequences ; became, upon 
arud experiment, the stages were 
found utterly incon pe-enr to the due 
a '.ministration of ail die powers of so- 
v r igntv entrusted to their manage* 
men:. J he reason of this imeompe- 
Uticv was, that some of th.; iujh im- 
j' ltatt poweis cl sovereignty inher- 
r dv po. se<ts< d a get graphic 1 infiu- 
ance beyond the geographical limits of 
the scvrral states individually ; & their 
j. r bdic icn could not than.-cend tht ir 
i ( gr .ph'cal limits. Of this dt scrip* 
tion of powers is the power t > declare 
war, &c. to regul.tr commerce, &c. 
tic. atid *11 the other inumerated pow- 
ers ol the constitution. In consequence 
t-i tie conflating svsoms adopted by 
l e several stales in relation to some 
c thtse joweis, which v.tr- then in 
practical operation ; particular I\ m the 
t inflicting regulations of commerce ; 
the states wric getting into the nv s: 
s rioua collisions, oTC. Si. 'I hf loi 
nidabie evils necessarily growing cj 
of this slide of things required a for- 
inithbie and competrnt remedy. 'I he 
prt it M.hjett lor the comlemplation ol 
every rellectir.p mind in A meric* wa>, 
luh'if f If nr m o I ru.ifi > Tl 

r Ir* it ets ol our admirable consti- 

tution, aft< r great deliberation, con- 
ceived and executed the onl) pr.ic ir.. 

He expedient. It consist dm separat- 
ing the powers 6l sovereignly ; in es- 

tnblhhing a general government, and 
confi rring on it all tlu- pr vvers of ao- 

verig'itv whose geograpical influ r.cc 
w is found C'’-extensive with the ge* 
egtaphical liir.its of the United Staies, 
anti reserving to the sta’e gov« rnmet is 

respt ctivel) those powers whir h wi re 
ol a more local character, ano v bich 
possessed no influence b.yoi.d the Ji- 
n i 0 ol the states iespectiv? |j. And 
fc] "o to confer on th» ge er«d govern 
n rnt 4 all the mtai * net ess ry anil 

prop' r’ lo » xecuring i*s ow. I .w s m 
ri 1 non to these enumerated powrrs, 
without am dependence upon requi i- 
ti- » iroiu ti»r respective suite govern- 
ments for ilus tndisprnsible object. 
The idea wa«* a grand on-, and exe u 
ed v. ilh an ad liable simplicity, and 
tl c mo3i consummate w isdoin. il no 
rc app me, that ihr j re»t olijert of «he 
Ir r.itrvot the constitution was, to es- 
taMi-h a general or hdiral gov rn- 

rr.*m, and to cooler on it all tlir pow 
e:s ots vrregnty, wr.irh ii their na- 
ture and character |*ss»ssed an influ- 
ence t<>*i xtensive with the L. S ates ; 
tti il to res ivc to il e ^rov ously exist- 
IW state governments all the powers 
ol vert ignty of a more loc^l tlmr.'c- 
ttr, *■ o whose ir.fiutnce did not a- 

I*nd beyond the geographic d limits of > 
the states respectively, and thereiore 1 

could be rendered completely subser- 
vient to state jurisdiction and manage- 
ment. These are the means presetih- 
ed in the constitution, lor effecting the 
ends expressed in the preamble; To 
the administrators of the general gov- 
ernment, the framers of the constitu i- 
on have said—We give to you all the 
powers of sovereignty of a getter il 
character ; and to the administrators 
of the st te governments, they have 
t>aid — We reserve to you all the pow- 
ers of sovereignty of a local character. 
I verily believe, that it those various 

I governments should be administered 
wi h ihe wisdom with which this se- 

paration ol powers w s made in the 
body ot the constitution, the people of 
the United States will not be disap- 
pointed in the great and interesting ob- 
jects proclaimed in its preamble. But 
l cai'Uot help expressing some appre- 
hensions, that from an incorrect under- 
standing of the constitu ion—from an 
unw ise spirit of jealousy a disposition 
to strip the government ot its necessa- 

ry and proper energies, &c. &c. the 
administrators ot the govejnment may 

| not only disappoint the just cxpecta- 
; tions ot the people in this respect, but 
may lead to incalculable political mis- 
chiefs &. disasters. This arrangement 
was in iny judgment indispensable to 
• he | res* rvHiion of the repuh’ical prin- 
ciple, an;l alt important to the dearest 
interests of the people of the United 
•States. As far as the practical expe- riment has be* n carried, it has been 
attended with the happiest effects. I 
still hope for the best in its future o- 

peraiions ; but I also hope 1 shall be 
n.irrlnnffl i’_ 

---- — r --- 

arising Irom various manifestations ol 
j imuecilm in measures reining to our 

I internal as well as » xternal concerns. 
I''r- m this short I is ory ol the origin 
ol the constitution, anti the causes 

i wl ich prod c d it, it ovidt ntly ;.ppe rs, 
I that ihe geneial or federal goven ment 
is in its nature and char<cteru govt-in* 

I no tit of inuim r ted powers, taken 
from prcViousl* existing state govern- 
ment* enumerated and conferred on 

itjitseiving all untnumerated powers 
to the state govei miu nts, or co the peo- 
p e i" their individual capacities* ilut 
• f any doubts had exi-ied upon this 
subject, iwo amendments to 'he con- 

t stitutiou, growing out of somejtalou.* 
sie«, lest a con rary interpretation 
•dtould be given to the constitution, 
have been a op e , which ought to put 
tms question to re*t foiever. 1 he 9.h 
and lOlh articles of amendments to 
the constitution are as follow .•— 

The enumeration in the constitu- 
; of ce< ta:n rights shall nut hi con 
struMl to deny or disparage others re- 
tained by the peopl-.” “The powers 
not delegated to t e United States hy 

! consti ulion, nor prohibited by it 
to the st >ies, ai e reserv ed to the states 

esp- ctiv; ly, or to the people.5* Now, 
I sir, ;ai language be more explicit 
j 1‘ian th.s, in declaring that this char- 
ter contains ceitan enumerated pow- 

! trs and tn.it all not enumerated are 

| reserved to the states or to the peo- 
i pie ? 1 lie re is one article reserving 1 rights to use people, and afterwards 
; another art cie res* rvmg them to 
the slates and to the people. While 

ion this subject, beg leave to read 
a c ause in tne cons ttution, which I 

I find among the enumerated pow.rs, 
a. d which has b en construed by I some, as inter.tlrtl to comey a gener- 

|.l*.tanr ot powers amongst the enu- 
i 'Herat! d p wm, Congress Khali 
j have pmvi r to lav and collect taxes, 
j‘iui impost*:, ;nd excise, to pay the debts and provide for t iC comm <n 
defence and g cr 1 w< Ifaie of he IJ. 
H u ett 

” 1 he words and to povidr 
fo th com irii-n tie fence and >cn<-ryl 
Wti'arc ” have b) o.ne heei tnnsid- 
er-oi as „otiv ying a gencr 1 gr mt of 

i power. ISotbing h i,e !••:.* <r Iom>ow, 
^ 
n a t lit* 4 not ,t fan <1 correct con- 

; siructioi. ot t e os: u.ion, but rea« 
ding it wi'h attention. 1 hese terms 

| coti.aifi no grant '»f fower v'hrt-vir 
I hut arc used to express the ends or 

objects, tor wl.i.hp i icular grants of 
I Pr v/er wei<- Liven. Paying the debts 
and providing for the common de- 
feme and g. Herat welfare are pr at 
object*, intim.it ly connected with the 
[»arlit u gr ms of power, which are 

j b'vcn 1 r their eif ctu .non ; and with- 
! </'at iiiim par icular gr n s ot power, 
j 11 w*n!d i. i 1) iv- iian possible for 
Congre stoetlect th m. Phe framers 
<yt the const t lion cave simply selec- 

j 
C(l ho,ric nl toe o jects expressed in 

th pic noble, *rd declared that toef* 
| feci them, and to pay the debts of the 

j Unit! d M.tes, were ti e considerations 
I wiiic » in iuetd them to give fo Con 
gr as the “power to lay arid collect1 

j15 X1 Bi” &c. Tnus t. X 8 .ire to l e iard, I 
I ^ • 

44 *'• pay trie debts and to pro. | V de for the is mm n ciefer.ee end pe- 
^ 

, n ii.l vvi I ate.” Could they have cho- 
[ sen a n oie r.ppn p iu<e phraseology i I i»e language tu Congress io_ 

41 You sha’l have power to lav and. 
collect taxes, to p ly the debt', &c.*'| 
and to provide lor the common de- 
fence and general welfare, or in other 
words, for the purpose ol paving the 
delits, &c. and ol providing lor the 
common defence and general welfare. 
These words do not contain a genual 
grant of powers, hut express the ob- 

j jects of a particular grant of powers. 
The framers o the constitution could 

; not have done an i»ct so ab urd as to 
make a general grant of powers, 
mongst an enumeration of specified 
powers. 

I will now, Mr. President, proceed 
to examine th >se in tances which the 

j gentleman has presented of the suppo- 
sed aberrations of the Congress of the 

! United States from the enumerated 
I powers ; and I think it will not be d f- 
licult to shew that there is not a single 
instance quoted, but which is deduci- 
ble from a fair and correct interpreta- 
tion of the expiese wo ds of the con. 

stitution, giving them their common 
and appropriate meaning. 

The first instance presented to our 
consideration by tin* honorable gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Crawford" of 
ti.c cx-rcise of a power bv Congre s 

; not cnuintia ed in the constitution, 
| was the erection of light houses. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts Mr. 
Lloyd] to whose dispassionate obser- 
vations 1 listened with gr* at pleasure, 
superadded the instance of the erection 
of custom houses. On these, both of 

! the g. ntlemen seemed to place great 
reliance, as cases in point with the 
one under consideration. Both these 

1 

powers I conceive are iriven to Con_ 
grirss by the express words of the 
constitu'ion ; but if I should be mis. 
taken in this idea, thev are certainly 
comprehended as incidental and sub* 
servient to, or in other words, “ ne. 

I ctssary and proper” for carrying into 
effect some of the enumerated pow- 
ers. 

[To be Continued.] 

From the National Intelligencer* 

TO THE EDITOR. 

No. III. 
We lmve said that it is to the agency 

of the govei nment, either positive or 

negative, in repressing that specul i_ 

tion, which is ever prone, without 1 u 

bor, to amass wealth at the t xpcnce of 
the industry of others, that it owes the 
incessant calumny that traduces all its 
measures. 

llcfore we proceed to prove this al- 
legation, it is important to premise, 
that- if there be any feature, that pre- 
emim ntly characterises a free and good 
government, from one that is despotic 
and vicious, it is the repression ol 
this buleful spirit, which is the real 
foundation of all the odious and des- 
tructive monopolies in existence.— 
While the phjsical and intellectual 
powers of man are lef: free to em- 

ploy themselves as the judgment of 
their possessor may direct, every thing 
valuable finds its proper level and its 
due valu**. Equal exertions are al- 
ways accompanied by the tame rewards. 
No one occupation or profession is ei- 
ther elevated or depressed above or 
below its just stand trd. An active 
industry and lively comneti ion con- 

stantly tend to equalise, and conse- 

quently to distribute a nong the great- 
est numbers, the pood thincs of this 
life. Honest industry, almost invaria- 
bly afiordirj" comfort nnd reapert, is 
considered honorable, and rarely fails 
to obtain fin adequate reward. Under 
t-urh auepicies there is no stagnation ; 
the s ream of humrn exeriion flows 
with a constant and equal current ; the 

hoi riches and indus ry of the com- 

nirrity are in steady motion ; and the 
I condition of t vrry individual as well 
as that of the nation i* in a progres- 
sive i:a t. A better definition of hap- 
piness cannot, perhaps, be given than 
is afT< r<h*i by such a state of things. 'Ie may confidently be pronounced 
happy to whom every passing day 
brings an accession, however small, 
of thene things which administer to 
!”.s comfort and to the comfort of those 
most dear t > him. 

Hi verse the picture, and contemplate the effects of a systi m, under whore 
gloomy auspices industry is ground to 

thc^ dust, ir totally bereft ol the main 
spring of exertion, is considered gro- 
velling end debasing. Under a sys.. 
tem, which, trampling the laboring 
classes ut tier foot, raises upun their 
degradation separate orders of men, 
who, acquiring no part of their vast 
possessions from their own labor, can 
only subsist on the vassalage of those 
who on labor. 1 or these jokes anil 
chains must be forthwith prepared ; 
fear and for c can alone keep them 
under and compel them to work ; f ,r 
.1 * uxi -r.i i* Letter established than this 
-that the r.ole voluntary inducement 
to labor is the reward it brings. — ■ 

Once withdraw this and man will be- 
come id e and vicious, and work only 
undjr the lash of a master. 

O.ir Republican government h ivt 

established no monopolies, unless, in- 
deed, the Bank ot the United States 
be denominated one, which has be?n 
permitted to fall with tbe period ot its 
charter ; it has abstained systematical- 
ly from the creation ot new debts 
whereby a monied iuterest detrimental 
to the tre-dom of labor and the gen 
er.d lioertv might have been formed ; 
it has, indeed, so far Iron* increasing 
tbe old debt reduced it to n arly one 
halt ; it has kept the public lands en- 

tirely ou ot the vortex o! speculation 
by tbe high price at which thev have 
been soli, an J the facilities afforded 
to the settlers; it lias kept down the 
military establishment, and has there- 
by prevented tbe increase of tbe un- 

productive class of the community, 
which in most of the governments of 
Europe his risen to a dangerous 
heig t; and it bds res rved v itiiin mo- 
derate limits the naval force, which in 
other countries has been such a vora- 
cious gulph of expence, an l which in 
this country however fostered, would 
but too probably prove an empty pa- 
geant whenever a collision with Bri- 
tain called upon it to display its pow- 
ers. 

Hid B inks been extended, had the 
public detit been rapidly increased, had 
the public lands been wantonly thrown 
in great masses into the market, and 
die army been swelled to the usual 
European extent, wings would have 
been given to speculation. Thousands 
and tens of thousands would have de- 

tKu __l i_ ii* 
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to the raging vortex Irom which no 
one ever returns. These men would 
have rail eel round their great patrons, 
and by ciumor or the biyonet nave lor- 
ced down all their measures, however 
unjust or tyranical. Indeed the more 
unjust and tyrannical they should be, 
the more steady would h ive been 
the devotion of men, conscious that 
tht ir reward, il not their existence, de 
pended up >o the oppression of the peo 
pie. No reflection is intended, .by 
these letnarks, to be cast upon, the ex 

isting army. They are only npplica 
bte to tlu.se overgrown es'ahlishtncn s, 
wh ch ars the deadliest scourges ever 
inflicted on the human rucr, and 
which invariably closely precede, ac- 

company, or follow despotism. 
1 he justness ol these last observa- 

tions will be c-iisputed by* no virtuous 
and enlightened man. It is impossi- 
ble for chaste minds to entertain dd 
lerent views of the subjects on which 
they have been oflered. J3ut in ap- 
proaching the l ist topic noticed, some 

diversity of opinion will be found to 
exist among the b-st men. Whether 
commerce can or ought to be protect- 
ed by arms in the present state of die 
United States and the world, in whs» 
degree, and by^ what means it should 
be protected, are questions not so ea- 

sily solved. 
On such an occasion a proper r**r- 

pcct for the ju Igmrnt of otners saould 
restrain a public writer from all acri- 
monious remarks, and when tlie sup<-> 
rior obligations of truth call upon him 
to speak in a decided tone of particu- 
lar classes of men, he should so quali„ 
ly his strictures as to steer clear of e- 
verv thing 1 ke personality. 

That co nmtrce is a bless:ng, that it 
greatly promotes if indeed it is not es- 
sential to the prosperity oi a great state, 
we snail not question. 

It is, nevertheless, not the less true, 
that the merchant and the sailor con- 

stitute an unproductive (h s ; and that 
they are only ho 1 ir beneficial as they 
advance thr interest of those classes 
that are productive. This h;»9 been 
very lucidly shewn by Adam Smith, 
Tut got, and several other eminenteco- 
nomical writers. 

The aid derived Ijy the productive 
classes from commerce consists in the 
facility given them to part sviih their 
surplus products, and receive in ex 

change for them either gold or silver, 
or the surplus products of other na- 

tions. 
So far as such a trade is pursued it 

msy he justly considered as the pro- 
per legitimate trade of the nation that 
carries it on. To such an exrent it 
has a light to pursue it; because by s j 

doing it merely advances its own in- 
terests without invading the interests 
of others. While this principle is 

maintained, all nations commercially 
connected enjoy a community of in- 
terests. Such a commerce a nation 
has a put right to maintain by nil hon- 
orable means ; the sworn may lawful* 
ly be drawn in its defence. 

Whenever a nation oversteps these 
limits, she invaJcs the interests of ci- 

ther nations, anti, as a long expe»i- 
ence evinces, makes them herrncini- s. 
Force is resored to, and wars, wih 
all ih ir train of horrors, ensue. Of. 
ten, indeed generally, the trade f night 
for, to say nothing oi the imrpprtuu- 

[Me loss of human live', :s worth less 
than the sums expended in the con- 

test. 
Here then are the boundaries which 

ought to circumscribe the trade of the 
United Slates. It may be made a 

question, whether in her infancy she 
ought to go so far ; every onsidera. 
lion of policy or justice forbids her 
goiug beyond them. 

SOLOV. 

13A.LTIMOUK, May 7. 
LATESTS FROM CADIZ. 

The brig F.liza and Mary Wood, 
Terw lliger, ai rived here yesterday in 
23 days Irom Cadiz. 3 

Capt. Tcrwitliger and a Mr. Mc['« 
vain informs that ibe report lately re- 

,ceived ul the buttle fought by general 
,Giaham and the French E irue in ail 
■ its circumstances. Another expediti- 
on since then was aticinpiej, but fail- 
ed, owning, it is snid, to the treache- 
ry o! pilots who weieeu rusted with 
the direction* A very general jealou- 
sy exists between the Spaniards and 
tiritish, which appears to defeat eve- 
ry exertion of the English, and is like, 
ly to be attended with very serious 

consequences. Gen. L» l*ena was to 
be trird l>v a court martial. Tue 
French (about 7000) still retain the r 
post® and freq iently throw shells into 
t.be town, which does sometime* dam- 
age* VVhen the Eliza and Mary left 
Cadiz it \fas said another expedition 
was intended under General I I i e. 

Repoits staul t sat in nil the skirmish* 
es to tne westward the Spauu.Us w .r« 

gcaera’.lj' successful* 

Philadelphia, May 17. 
Extracts to the Editor of the Aurora. 

“ Cadiz, 9 h March, 18« 
“On the 5th insr. a severe bauie 

v/as f .ught by the British and French 
troops on the plain of Jtiurossa, about 
fifteen miles from Cadiz, and j nines 
liom the Isia. 1 ne French lorce cot * 

sibling of about 8,000 and the liritisn 
,of 5500 men, in xvnich after one oi the 
most sanguinary conflict, proportioned 

jtu the numbers, that has occurred sir ce 

jthe commencement of the war, the 
F en h were delineated with the toss cf 
n eagle, two general uliiccrs, lour 

stand nds, five piec s of artillery, bc- 
twe a 4 stud 50u prisoners (now i-tthe 
Ida) and upwards ol 2000 killed. 
The Biitish, out cf 5000 at the com- 
nencement ot the ac’iju, I am inform* 

e<i, w hen it was over, could barely 
muster 2500, 'he ie urns made puldip, 
ody ud ni s ol 12U k lied and wootu 
de One regiment alone, the guards, 
■tost 17 will cor a and 400 men ; the loss 
ot ihe other regi ncin« was litt e infe- 
rior. 1 he toiui loss ol o.iicers is a. 
bove 74. 

| I nis battle was fought in the pre* 
sence of 15,0JO Spaniards under gen* eral Pella, who was c>) ntnas '-c m 
chief, without their making ihe Fast 
effort to assist, iho’ general Graham 
sent frequent messages staling his lies- 

! psrrtte situation. 
i “1 his brave old man [Graham] had 
| his hut knocked off by an eighteen 
| pound shot and shortly alter ha 1 a 
| a musket half tnrough it. 'i he French 
I turn-d ah their force against the Bri- 
; tish, and nothing but the moat extra* 
! o.dinary bravery and steadiness couM 
i have saved even a port of those fine 
I fellows, aiionr r ■> I,#. ... 

tidy and co.vardice. 1 he enclos'd 
general orders ivsited, next morning will shew you how sensiolc Genera! 
Graham svau of his critical situation_ 
had one company givenawav—all was 
lost. 

** 1 he 73r tish kept possession or t e * 

ficsG of battle that nighty and next (Jr*y returned to the Islu where they still re- 
main, leaving the Spaniard? to occupy the ground they had so nobly won. 

“The day following this action (the bth) a few huudred marines and sau 
iors wete landed on tlie opposite si le 

j -f the bay, in the neighborhood of St. 
Marys & Hot t : d fit roved a few sma 1 
bat cries, stores, &c. and summoned 
fori Catalina to surrender, but the sud. den appearance of about 2000 troops* compelled them to embark with all pos- SI de haste, and regain their ship- bringing ofl about 30 prisontrs, with 
the loss of about 20 men killed and 
wounded. 

“The Spaniards arrived, at usuai 
when this little affair was over, a .j had the honor of joining the British 
in their retreat! 

“ 1 hus has ended an expedition, up, 
on which much uas calculated. The 
Briti h olfict r* and men express them- 
selves in sirong and unreserved terms 
of their dl approbation of the conduct 
of the Spaniards: the Spaniards on 
the other hind, are sensible they me- 
rit it, and without appearing to con- 
sider tbe stives much obliged to 
their pr >tecu>i » ; f rr»m this situation of 
things yo must diawyour conclusi- 
ons. 

“it appears that the British were 


